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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: MORE CIVILIAN KILLINGS 

REE: PRETORIA 2887 

1. PRESS ACCOUNTS STATE THAT OVER THE JUNE 10 WEEKEND, 

THE MILITARY REPORTED THE KILLING OE 21 CIVILIANS AND ONE 
GUERRILLA BY SECURITY FORCES IN CHINAMORA TRIBAL TRUST 
LAND, JUST 12 KILOMETERS NORTH OF SALISBURY. THE MILITARY 
ACCOUNT REPORTEDLY SAYS THAT GUERRILLAS WERE SIGHTED 
IN THE VILLAGE AND "IN THE ENSUING ACTION" THE CIVILIANS 
WERE KILLED. IT SAYS THE SECURITY EORCES WERE EIRED ON 
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AND AETER THE SUBSEQUENT EIGHT, COMMUNIST WEAPONS, INCLUDING 
SMALL ARMS AND MORTARS, WERE FOUND IN THE VILLAGE. TWO 
ACCOUNTS, HOWEVER, CITE EYE-WITNESSES WHO SAY THE 
GUERRILLAS WERE SEEN ON A NEARBY HILL AND, WHEN 
ENGAGED, ONE OE THEM SOUGHT COVER IN THE VILLAGE. 

THE HUT INTO WHICH HE FLED WAS FIRED UPON. INSIDE 
IT AND ANOTHER NEARBY HUT THAT ALSO RECEIVED FIRE 
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WHERE THE CIVILIANS, ALL OF WHOM, EXCEPT THREE, WERE 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN. ALL WERE KILLED. 

2. SUBSEQUENT PRESS ACCOUNTS SAY THAT IN SALISBURY 
THE COMBINED OPERATIONS HEADQUARTERS WAS TRYING TO 
SURPRESS THE RELEASE OF THE STORY. THEY STATE THAT 
THE UANC AND OTHER PARTIES ISSUED STATEMENTS 
CONDEMNING THE INCIDENT BUT REPORTERS WERE BARRED 
FROM USING THEM. REPORTS GO ON TO QUOTE BRIEFLY FROM 
THE UANC STATEMENT, SIGNED BY PUBLICITY SECRETARY 
DAVID MUKONO. "MORE INNOCENT VILLAGERS HAVE DIED WITHIN 
THE 90 DAYS OF THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT THAN MANY 
OTHER SIMILAR PERIODS BEFORE," MUKONO SAYS. "REPORTS 

OF KILLINGS, NOT TO MENTION RAPINGS AND TORTURE, BY 
THE SECURITY FORCES COME INTO THE UANC HEAD OFFICE... 

ON ADAILY BASIS. ALL SUCH REPORTS ARE CHECKED AND 
ALWAYS PROVED CORRECT," HE SAID. MUKONO ADDED THAT THE 
ARMY'S BEHAVIOUR IS THE MAJOR REASON THE WEST DOES 
NOT TRUST THE INTERNAL AGREEMENT AND CALLED FOR THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF ALL TRROPS FROM RURAL AREAS. 

3. COMMENT: FOLLOWING ON THE HEELS OF THE GUTU 
KILLINGS (REFTEL) THESE APPARENTLY INDISCRIMINATE 
SHOOTINGS BY THE SECURITY FORCES ADD YET ANOTHER 
NEGATIVE FACTOR TO THE PERCEIVED WORKABILITY OF 
THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. WHATEVER THE FACTS BEHIND 
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THE INCIDENT, IT AGAIN SHOWS THAT SECURITY FORCES 
DO WORK IN THE "SHOOT FIRST, ASK QUESTIONS LATER" 

BASIS. THIS TACTIC, WHICH IS BOUND TO CLAIM CIVILIAN 
LIVES, CAN ONLY EXACERBATE RURAL AFRICAN OPINION 
AGAINST THE SECURITY FORCES AND, BY IMPLICATION, THE 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT PARTICIPANTS. 

EDMONDSON 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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